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INTRODUCTION
International Agricultural Trade Summit – Theme: International Market
Access and Sustainable Agriculture - Wednesday 25 August 2021 Thursday 26 August 2021
This inaugural International Agricultural Virtual Trade Summit that took
place on 25th and 26th August 2021, was organised by Best Produce
International UK Ltd and LEAP Consortium Ltd and supported by UK
Department of International Trade (UKDIT) and AgroNigeria Ltd.
The aim of the summit was to facilitate trade relationships between
UK/Europe and West Africa SME’s, to address barriers to import and export,
and to discuss the essential training and finance required to meet quality
standards.
The Key Objectives were:
To forge trade relationships between UK, Europe and West African
SME’s.
To expose UK and European companies to market opportunities in Africa.
To raise the profile of African producers and exporters to the UK and
European market.
To bring together key stakeholders: producers, exporters/importers
processors and policy makers to meet their UK and European
counterparts.
To discuss barriers to UK/European market access and penetration.
To offer knowledge and technology transfer to SME’s in West Africa in
gaining access to international markets.
To promote Africa as an emerging market for agric-produce.
In Partnership with

Key topics covered at the summit included:
Quality assurance and standards for African and UK/Europe importers
and exporters
Fairtrade to alleviate poverty and food security through sustainable
agriculture
Empowering women and young people into leadership in the agro-sector
Environmental sustainability in agriculture

Key Stakeholders in Attendance
In all, there were 28 speakers and panel members with vast industry
expertise that contributed to the Summit. These included government
agencies, private sector standards organisations, auditors, Not-for-profit
organisations, large retailers’ agent, a UK Senior Researcher, Juice Industry
experts and SMEs from the UK and West Africa.
Key Contributors
The key contributors came from: Best Produce Int. (UK) Ltd, LEAP
Consortium, UK Department for International Trade (UK DIT, Africa),
Fairtrade, GLOBALG.A.P., International Featured Standards (IFS), Bank of
Industry Nigeria, Rainforest Alliance, International Fruit and Vegetable
Juice Association (IFU), QLBS, AgroNigeria, LEAF UK, De la Tierra Ltd,
Ferguson Cardo, JMSF Agribusiness Nigeria, Impact Buying BV, John Bean
Technologies, Zerya, Environmental Health Practitioner (Food Safety),
Business Quality Services (BQS), Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO)
of United Nation (Nigeria / ECOWAS Rep), Shared-Interest West African,
Get Unleashed, Agape Self-Sufficiency Cameroun and Bennie Agro
Technologies Nigeria.

EXTRACTS FROM KEY NOTE
SPEAKERS WERE AS
FOLLOWS:

Emphasised on the need to increase trade and
investment, break down barriers and enhance
market flow between UK and Africa.

MS CHIMWEMWE CHALEMERA
COUNTRY DIRECTOR
UK DEPARTMENT FOR
INTERNATIONAL TRADE
NIGERIA

She also highlighted the great opportunity that
Brexit has created for developing new markets
and championing economic growth in Nigeria
and other West African countries. she indicated
that the long trade relationship between UK and
Nigeria could be maximised by leveraging the
expert support of UK professionals for
knowledge and technological transfer.

Her post event testimonial:
“I was honoured to be part of this successful virtual
agricultural trade summit. As the Nigeria Country Director
for the UK Department for International Trade, I often get
asked how Nigerian businesses can trade with the UK. A
recurring question has been around how to export
agricultural products from Nigeria to the UK so this
summit was quite timely.
Best Produce International UK and Leap Consortium team
did a fantastic job at bringing together experts to deliver
an excellent masterclass, providing a detailed overview of
the process, challenges and opportunities when exporting
to the UK.
It was clear from the feedback and comments from
participants that this summit was long overdue. A big
congratulations to all those involved in the organisation
and delivery of the summit. I look forward to reading and
hearing about the success stories and partnerships that
have sprouted from the summit.”
Chimwemwe
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Mr Adepoju's opening remarks as the Host for
day 1
Hello Ladies & Gentlemen.
My name is Oluwaseyi Adepoju, and it's my
privilege and pleasure on behalf of UK DIT in
Nigeria to thank you all for being part the
summit.

MR OLUWASEYI ADEPOJU
TRADE ADVISER LEAD
AGRICULTURE & MINING SECTOR
UK DEPARTMENT FOR
INTERNATIONAL . TRADE
NIGERIA

We were delighted to have you virtually as
participant and partners at the International
Agricultural Trade Summit 2021
All organising partner of this summit are
committed to actively supporting more
opportunities, trade & partnership between
UK/Nigeria. We want all stakeholders involved in
this summit regardless of current situation to
achieve their full potential. Our task is to make it
possible, by working with necessary stakeholders
to provide practical step by step knowledge
sharing & networking opportunities.
This year theme was: International Market Access
& Sustainable Agriculture for importers and
exporters in UK/EU/West Africa. It was a superb
masterclass & I would like to say a big thank you
to Best Produce International & Leap Consortium
for putting up a fantastic summit..
Oluwaseyi
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Explained the UK Government policy approach
to Fair-trade post-Brexit. This included both the
mandatory and voluntary requirements to ensure
fairness and promote ethical issues.

MR DAVID BURTON
SECTOR DIRECTOR
AGRICULTURE - AFRICA
UK DEPARTMENT FOR
INTERNATIONAL TRADE

He also discussed UK Government funding
support to the Fairtrade organisation in
managing the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic
and to ensure steady supply of fair trade
products in the UK. The scheme which is called
Vulnerable Supply Chains Facility (VSCF), aims to
help nearly a million people by ensuring
vulnerable workers, suppliers overseas and their
families are prepared for the economic and
social shocks of COVID-19, and to help keep
popular products like chocolate and flowers on
high street shelves in the UK.

Post event testimonial:
"It was my pleasure to take part. It was a very
well organised and useful day".
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Illustrated FAO's strategic approaches in
empowering women and youth into leadership in
Agriculture in Nigeria and other ECOWAS
countries. These include Responsible Production
and Consumption with particular emphasis on
SD1; SD2 and SD5.

DR ABUBAKAR SULEIMAN (PHD)
ASSISTANT FAO
REPRESENTATIVE
(PROGRAMME) IN NIGERIA

He further explained the market driven
development that FAO is currently doing with
Nigeria and other countries that includes: Zero
reject initiative for Nigeria products to Europe
with Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development; Digital infrastructure for market
linkages and Cold Chain facilities to reduce
food waste.
Outlined GLOBALG.A.P. five strategic pillars in
enhancing sustainable agriculture. These
include: Partnership, Stakeholder participation,
Integrity, Efficiency & Effectiveness and
Benchmarking.

RENE CAPOTE
SENIOR TECHNICAL EXPERT
GLOBALG.A.P.

He explained the current review that
GLOBALG.A.P. is doing for version 6 of its
Integrated Farm Assurance (IFA) Standards
which is going through consultation at present
and will be launched in 2022 to become
mandatory in 2023. One of the key parts of this
IFA V6 is focus on Environmental Sustainable for
Crops / Fruit and Vegetables.
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EXTRACTS FROM OTHER SPEAKERS
WERE AS FOLLOWS:

Outlined the key steps for international Market
Access for emerging markets from Nigeria and
other West African countries and the integrated
one-stop-shop support system that Best Produce
is offering to UK/EU/ West African SMEs /
professionals.

MRS PATRICIA OBICHUKWU
FRSA
MD / CEO BEST PRODUCE
INTERNATIONAL UK LTD

Explained different stages of the IFS systems at a
glance, including the basic level + HACCP,
Intermediate Level and IFS Food Certification
process; the IFS implementation pathway and
the Audit Manager / APP.

MS NEVIN RUHLE DIRECTOR
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
INTERNATIONAL FEATURED
STANDARDS (IFS)
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Emphasised on the need for more transparency,
shorter documentation, easy access to
information and increased creativity in value
chain development.
MR LEEN KLAASSEN
GERENTE GENERAL
BUSINESS QUALITY
SERVICES

Outlined the role of IFU in sustainable juice
production across the globe to ensure efficient
production of safe and the high quality of
agricultural products, while protecting the
natural environment.
MS MARIA SCHLAFFER
MARKETING DIRECTOR
(IFU)
INTERNATIONAL FRUIT &
VEGETABLE JUICE
ASSOCIATION

MS MARJAN DE BOCK-SMIT
FOUNDER IMPACT BUYING

Focused on Fair-trade as an enabling tool for
food Security and International Market Access.
She highlighted the EU element of key large
Retailers' perspectives / expectations on fairtrade products from emerging markets. In
addition, she indicated the need to manage
risks, provide fair wages, acknowledge the
producers in the process and ensure product
integrity.
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Discussed the role of Fairtrade as an organisation
in ensuring minimum price, premium product,
workers' human rights and better value. In
addition to working with Retailers in exploring
how to create more resilience supply chain during
and post Covid 19 pandemic.
MR TIM ALDRED
HEAD OF POLICY THE
FAIRTRADE
FOUNDATION

MS CAROLINE DRUMMOND
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
LEAF UK

Expressed the need for united voice in driving
change on sustainable agriculture, empowering
women into leadership and equal pay in
agriculture. In addition she also highlighted the
top global risks such as infectious diseases,
climate change and volatile environment that
are impacting on the food system.

Indicated the necessity to integrate agribusiness
perspective and talk about the profit and money
if young people are to be attracted to
agriculture as an alternative means of earning a
living.
MR RICHARD-MARK MBARAM
ESQ
CEO/EDITOR-IN-CHIEF OF
AGRONIGERIA
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MRS ADEBISI AJAYI AGM
/ GROUP HEAD GENDER
BUSINESS BANK OF
INDUSTRY (NIGERIA)

MS LEONIE HAAKSHORST
SECTOR LEAD FRUIT &
VEGETABLE
RAINFOREST ALLIANCE

MR OLUWASEYI ADEPOJU
TRADE ADVISER LEAD
AGRICULTURE & MINING
SECTOR
UK DEPARTMENT FOR
INTERNATIONAL . TRADE
NIGERIA

Highlighted the great work B.O.I is doing in
placing high priority in supporting women and
youth in agricultural value chain. The bank also
recognises the vital roles played by women in
poverty alleviation and sustainable economic
development.

In sharing of best practice and excellence from
Rainforest Alliance, outlined their key impact
areas as working together in many fronts in
order to thrive and ensure better future for
people and nature. Further emphasis was made
on the four vital issues for global sustainability
such as forest and biodiversity, climate, rural
livelihood and human rights.

Emphasised the need for the developing
countries in West Africa to start creating policies
that will improve the economy in their nations,
build better environmental culture and create
formidable social pillars for inclusion. Whilst the
SMEs should also think global, embrace
technology and set the tone for the government
in putting right policies in place for
development.
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EXTRACTS FROM PANEL DISCUSSIONS:
QUALITY STANDARDS AND INTERNATIONAL MARKET ACCESS:

MS BOSOLA JOSEPH
ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH
PRACTITIONER (UK)

Explained that food is a powerful tool which
sustains life, connects people, reveals and
preserves culture. Therefore, operators from
emerging market such as West African countries
should know their product, understand the
legislation that governs that product in the
destination countries such as UK and other
European nations and produce safe and high
quality products according to requirements.

Emphasised that Covid 19 pandemic impact on
supply chain has led to a number of changes in
existing standards, therefore, producers from
emerging markets need to be aware of these
new rules and understand the risk assessment /
management procedures required for their
products.

MRS PATRICIA OBICHUKWU
FRSA
MD / CEO BEST PRODUCE
INTERNATIONAL UK LTD
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The International Agricultural Virtual Trade
Summit was an amazing opportunity to listen to
first row expert speakers who shared their
knowledge and insights on the proposed topics. I
had the privilege to moderate two panel
discussions:

MRS AINTZANE ESTURO
TECHNICAL DIRECTOR (IFU)
INTERNATIONAL FRUIT &
VEGETABLE JUICE
ASSOCIATION

The first panel discussion presented the
opportunities and challenges for sustainable
development. The panel was integrated by Ms.
Joseph, Mrs. Obichukwu, Mr. Klaasen and Mrs.
Schlaffer, where the importance of connection
of people and culture was highlighted, as well as
the obtention of certificates to reach certain
markets. The need to professionalise the
agriculture through education and investments
was clearly identified. The conclusion was that
nothing is impossible and collaboration is key to
reach the objectives
In the second panel discussion, the sustainable
environment in agriculture was presented. The
panelists, Mr. Mandis, Dr. Lorente, Mr. Arizmendi
and Mr. Phillips, pointed out that innovation is
needed to achieve environmental sustainability
in the entire food value chain. The information
management tools (IoT, IA) to take the right
decision, the use of technologies and knowledge
in agro-food industries to maximize resources
and reduce pollution together with a proper
education are the key factors to achieve
success.
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Indicated that smallholders from emerging
market need to embrace working together and
forming strategic alliance to obtain group
certification. In addition, Covid 19 pandemic
impact will enable stakeholders re-group and
re-strategise.
MR LEEN KLAASSEN
GERENTE GENERAL
BUSINESS QUALITY
SERVICES

The stakeholders should follow the international
standards, provide training to their members on
global standards and certification process. In
addition, stakeholders should also progress from
petty trading to sustainable businesses where
they are able to invest for larger profits.
MS MARIA SCHLAFFER
MARKETING DIRECTOR
(IFU)
INTERNATIONAL FRUIT &
VEGETABLE JUICE
ASSOCIATION
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EXTRACTS FROM PANEL DISCUSSIONS:
FAIRTRADE, POVERTY AND FOOD SECURITY:

Using the Malawi smallholder’s experience in UK,
he highlighted the importance of aggregation
for SMEs from West Africa to reach capital and
volume required which will enable them
compete in the international market arena. In
addition to leveraging on technology to push up
that sort of volume.

MR RICHARD FERGUSON
MANAGING DIRECTOR
FERGUSON CARDO

Outlined the numerous challenges facing
smallholders in Nigeria and other West African
countries such as insurgences, increase in Covid
19 pandemic, shortage of food supplies due to
insecurity in the country and farmers not able to
go to farms, displaced citizens over crowding
the urban areas, lack of mechanised farming to
attract youth and no harmonised critical data
system that will aid strategic support planning
MR RICHARDS OGUNDELE
FOUNDER/CEO
JMSF AGRIBUSINESS NIGERIA

Best Produce International UK —

Trade Summit Report 2021

MR KWAMI DEKONOR
WEST AFRICAN LEADING
REP.SHARED- INTEREST

MR BOLAJI OLATOYE
MD
GET- UNLEASHED

MR JERRY ISAAC MALLO
CEO OF BENNIE
TECHNOLOGIES

Explained that Fairtrade is a global membership
organisation with over 1 million people working
towards common goal of better world. As a result,
West African SMEs could easily be part of this
global change by first understanding the cultural
differences of the product destination countries
and ensure that they follow the required rules and
regulations.

Indicated that by using smart contract and block
chain technology to track down the value of end
product, will ensure that the value is attributed
back to the producer. In addition, there is a
great need for education in order to enable
people understand and adopt the smart
technology that will relate to the situation on the
ground.

Expressed the need to redesign agriculture to be
more attractive for young people especially
through mechanisation, talking about profit,
making it fun and interesting even for younger
age groups. In addition, there is need for
financial institutions to make funding more
accessible to youth and also give them better
terms and conditions.
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Indicated that inclusivity is the most important
strategy for engaging young people and it has to
be very deliberate action that will not put them
down or devalue their contributions..

MR RICHARD-MARK
MBARAM CEO/EDITOR-INCHIEF OF AGRONIGERIA

DR CAROLYNE TAH
PRINCIPAL
RESEARCHER (UK)

MRS PATRICIA
OBICHUKWU FRSA
MD / CEO
BEST PRODUCE
INTERNATIONAL UK LTD

Recognised the gap between policy and
practice that needs to be addressed through
meaningful engagement of diverse group of
young people. She also indicated that designing
proper participatory action research techniques
to gather baseline information, would be critical
from unset in order to ensure that young people
are part of the process.

Emphasised that women have diverse skills and
knowledge gained through their life experiences
of multi tasking, therefore these transferable
skills and knowledge are to be harnessed and
used for managing effective leadership in agrisector.
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EXTRACTS FROM PANEL
DISCUSSIONS:
SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT IN AGRICULTURE:

Outlined key approaches for environmental risk
assessment and management, such as systems
approach that deals with people / planet and
profit; and capital approach that addresses
physical, human and nature.

DR ATHANASIOS MANDIS
FOUNDER AND DIRECTOR
DE LA TIERRA LTD (UK) /
CHAIR JUICE

Highlighted the opportunities for using
technology in extracting valuable products from
fruit and vegetables such as oil, citrus pulp, juice
and peel that would have otherwise been
wasted. He indicated that finding synergy
between agriculture and processing will
enhance productivity, improve economic and
commercial viability.
DR JOSE LORENTE
TECHNOLOGICAL ASSISTANT
MANAGER
JOHN BEAN TECHNOLOGIES
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JAVIER ARIZMEDI
OPERATION DIRECTOR &
PROJECT DEVELOPER
ZERYA

MR KEITH PHILLIPS
CEO
QLBS

Stated that more sustainable farming has to
engage biodiversity, fertilizer, energy use and
crop protection. He also expressed that using
natural enhancers can improve the farming
sector but it requires more developmental
research. Furthermore, implementing systems
that will allow farmers the ability to measure the
residue levels in line with the EU country
directives would be critical for sustainable
environment.

Emphasised that emerging market such as
Nigeria and other West African countries should
not shy away from engaging with digitalization.
The digital transformation is fast gaining entry
into agriculture in managing knowledge
acquisition, evaluation and compliance. In
addition, satellite transmission is gaining ground
fast and there is increase in the use of drones
and packaged information through modern
technology such as phones, etc.
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HOW THE KEY OBJECTIVES WERE
MET THROUGH THIS SUMMIT

To forge trade relationships between UK/Europe and West
Africa SME's
UKDIT / AgroNigeria / Best Produce International (UK) Ltd, Bank of
Industry and panel members all discussed the agriculture sector in
terms of the positives and drawbacks within the industry. They
identified the challenges and benefits of trade in Africa and their
roles in building trade relationships between Nigeria / other West
African countries and UK / Europe.

To expose UK and European Companies to Market
Opportunities in West Africa:

Best Produce International (UK) / UKDIT / Agro-Nigeria & Bank of
Industry (Nigeria), highlighted the great market opportunities that
are in West Africa and Best Produce International, offered the UK /
European counterparts, the strategic result oriented solution for
effective collaboration and sustainability in working with West
African Communities.

To raise the profile of African producers and exporters to the UK
and European Market:
Case study of a young vibrant Nigeria grass root business - Bennie
Agro Technologies (Nig) Ltd, that is owned by a young Nigeria man,
who has employed 26 young people to provide local technological
machines / farm tools to small scale farmers was demonstrated.
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To bring together key stakeholders, producers, exporters,
importers, processors and policy makers to meet their UK and
European counterparts.
Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) of United Nation Official Rep.
for Nigeria and ECOWAS; Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
of Nigeria Technical Adviser / Agro-Nigeria; UK Department of
International Trade (African Team), GLOBALG.A.P. Team; International
Featured Standards (IFS); Fairtrade UK; Rainforest Alliance; QLBS;
International Fruit and Vegetable Juice Association (IFU); BQS; UK
Environmental Health Practitioner (Food Safety); Impact Buying BV;
LEAP Consortium; Best Produce International (UK) ; JMSF Agribusiness
Nigeria; Ferguson Cardo; Shared-Interest West Africa; LEAF UK; Get
Unleashed; Bank of Industry Nigeria; Bennie Agro- Technologies
(Nigeria); Agape Self-Sufficiency Cameroun; De La Tierra Ltd; John
Bean Technologies Corporation; Zerya and participants from different
countries.
The stakeholders/speakers gave presentations which were designed to
educate, inspire and empower participants to forge ahead.

To discuss barriers to UK and European market access and
penetration:
Quality standards and poor agricultural practices were identified
by many speakers as one of the key barriers to market access
penetration for the emerging markets. Patricia Obichukwu –MD /
CEO of Best Produce Int. (UK), Nevin Ruhle – IFS Director Business
Development , Leen Klaassen – Gerente General Business Quality
Services (BQS), Maria Schlaffer – Marketing Director (IFU)
International Fruit and Vegetable Juice Association and Bosola
Joseph – Environmental Health Practitioner (food safety), all
focused on the quality assurance and good agricultural.
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To offer knowledge and technology transfer to SME's in West
Africa in gaining access to international markets.
Masterclass on International Market Access and Certification Process
was delivered to farmers, processors and producers which helped them
to identify poor agricultural practices, risk assessment and management
processes. It offered a step by step approach to developing sustainable
export market through GLOBALG.A.P. and IFS standards and
certification process.
Masterclass on Sustainable fruit and vegetable juice market enabled the
individuals to understand the opportunities and the requirements for
juice production. This enabled them to acquire more knowledge for their
operations in producing juice and also to understand the type of support
that IFU (International Fruit and Vegetable Juice Association) could
offer them.
Masterclass on Sustainable Funding for West African Producers informed
participants of the finance and funding options available to farmers and
producers. This also empowered them to know how to assess themselves
on whether they qualify for various types of finance.

To promote West Africa as an emerging market for agricultural
produce
The UKDIT, in partnership with Best Produce International UK Ltd and
LEAP Consortium provided an enabling environment for West African
producers and exporters to access professional expertise, information
and knowledge, which will position them in the international market.
The UKDIT exposed UK businesses to opportunities in Nigeria’s
Agricultural industry, and supported UK businesses that wanted to import
goods from West Africa.
Agro-Nigeria also highlighted the key programmes they are currently
running in collaboration with the UKDIT, Nigerian Government and Banks
to support producers and exporters with accessing possible investors
from the UK.
FAO provided the support to SME’s by outlining the key initiatives that
they are involved with, in Nigeria and other West African Countries.
The Bank of Industry Nigeria outlined the key financial support they offer
to businesses to enable them to access the essential finance they need to
grow their agri-businesses.
Best Produce International UK and LEAP Consortium along with all other
experts from UK and Europe offered knowledge and technology transfer
to SME’s from emerging markets that are necessary for positioning in
international markets.
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PARTICIPANTS TESTIMONIALS
AND SPEAKERS TESTIMONIALS
Great two days! – Abi
Amazing summit... very informative. Thanks to the organisers and speakers –
Myron
Thanks to the organisers. It is indeed a privilege to be tutored. Thank you and
God bless. – Olumuyiwa
This has been really informative. Can't wait to join the membership platform Funmi
Dear Patricia & Lorna, Awesome Summit well articulated, detailed. end to end
integration of Subject Matter Expert. Many Thanks. - Oneal

END COMMENTS ABOUT THE SUMMIT - SPEAKERS FEEDBACK
“The International Agricultural Virtual Trade Summit 2021
is a total master class on International Market Access,
sustainable agricultural trade practises & Industry
network opportunity”
It was with privilege and great pleasure that I had the
opportunity to present at the International Agricultural
Virtual Trade Summit. Finding low-cost innovative and
sustainable solutions to productivity, food security and
market access, particularly for smallholder farmers,
represent a great challenge and opportunity in equal
measure.
“I was impressed by the calibre of speakers and
engagement of participants attending the Summit,
which served to remind us of the need and appetite for
greater inclusivity and participation of West African
enterprise in the global good supply chain. The Summit
can act as a platform for better collaboration between
actors”.
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“Was informative and useful to see plans coming
together for a one stop shop to support farmers”.

“Greetings from home-office. My respect and thank you
to the speaker for top role-model and resilient speech
style. Thank you for setting a reference of excellence
and highest aspirations in the new given context. Thank
you, humbly and humbled”
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GLOBALG.A.P.
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WHAT’S NEXT?
(POST SUMMIT PLAN)
1. To produce the Summit Report (Summary of events)
2. To draw up a communiqué of the key points from the summit and a mutually
shared values for speakers to sign as a way forward to sustainable agriculture.
3. Best Produce International (UK) Ltd as the key facilitator, to set up “LEGACY
AGRI-SECTOR EXPERT SUPPORT NETWORK” (LAESN) for emerging markets. This
network will primarily consist of professionals / expert companies from UK / Europe
/ Africa who have the passion to promote sustainable agriculture for emerging
markets such as Nigeria and other West African countries; and advocate for
empowering women and youth into leadership positions.
4. To continue building trade relationships with all the stakeholders that attended
the summit in achieving post summit practical results.
5. For Best Produce International UK Ltd in association with our partners and experts
to deliver bespoke training, capacity building and create market opportunities for
West Africa SMEs.
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PROPOSED TERMS OF
REFERENCE FOR
“LEGACY AGRI-SECTOR EXPERT
SUPPORT NETWORK” (LAESN)
1. To provide cost effective practical solutions for capacity building of SMEs from
Nigeria and other West Africa countries in attaining international quality
standards.
2. To support Best Produce International UK Ltd in advocating and empowering
up-to 1 million women and youth into leadership positions in agric-sector in the
next 10 years.
3. To collaborate with Fairtrade (UK / Africa) / GLOBALG.A.P./ IFS/ Rainforest
Alliance/LEAF UK / ZERYA and other commercial private standards’ bodies to
provide integrated cost effective certification tools for sustainable agriculture
post Covid 19 pandemic.
4. To leverage the continuous support of UKDIT / FAO / Agro-Nigeria / Bank of
Industry Nigeria and other UK / Europe / African financial institutions,
philanthropists, government agencies, etc. in securing funding supports for SMEs to
achieve the desired international market access for their products and create job
opportunities for people.
5. To jointly work with all the key stakeholders in turning huge waste from fruits
and vegetables into other by products and at the same time tackling poverty and
food insecurity.
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CONCLUDING REMARKS
(SUMMIT REPORT 2021)
This inaugural International Agricultural Virtual Trade Summit 2021 was able to
fulfil its set aim and key objectives by bringing together different stakeholders
from UK / Europe and Africa to facilitate trade relationships with the full support
of UK Department for International Trade.
The speakers and panel members were drawn from government agencies, private
sector companies / independent practitioners, and Non-profit organisations
across UK / Europe / Nigeria and other West African countries. They were of
highest calibre and well experienced in their fields. They were able to address
practical issues facing emerging market SMEs from Nigeria and other West
African countries. Best practice was amplified through case studies and offered
practical solutions to SMEs on the way forward in overcoming international trade
barriers. These included quality standards, fair-trade, poverty alleviation, food
security, empowering women and youth into leadership and sustainable
agriculture for the future.
Best Produce International UK Ltd, provides an expert one-stop-shop with an
integrated support system creating a clear road map for SMEs from emerging
markets. SMEs can obtain key information through market intelligence,
professional expert support and a step-by-step approach to gaining international
market access. In addition, by using virtual video conferencing for this
International Agricultural Trade Summit 2021, both SMEs and experts from
different countries were able to meet and share knowledge. This could not have
been possible for some of the SMEs if they were required to travel to the UK or
even within their own country, to attend such event.
The organisers, Best Produce International (UK) Ltd and LEAP Consortium (UK)
would like to once again say a big thank you to all our speakers and participants
for making this trade summit a memorable event.
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